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Key Dates
What’s coming up?

We believe in creating a community
empowered with the qualities, skills
and qualifications to enter the next
phase of life with confidence and
ambition.

Y11 Sixth Form Taster Days: Monday 17 to Wednesday 19 December
Christmas lunch: Wednesday 19 December
Y11 and Y13 Parents’ evening: Wednesday 19 December between 3:30-6:30pm

Last Day of Term: Friday 21 December
This is a non-uniform day. We ask pupils and staff to donate £1 which will go to a homeless charity.
Pupils will be dismissed from school at 1.10pm
Staff INSET Day: Monday 7 January 2019
Pupils return on Tuesday 8 January
Parents’ Meeting for Spanish trip: Wednesday 9 January at 5:00pm

Y9 Parents and Options’ evening: Wednesday 16 January between 3:30-6:30pm
Staff INSET Day: Friday 15 February
Half term: Monday 18 February - Friday 22 February
Pupils return on Monday 25 February
Cultural Celebration: Wednesday 3 April

Chemistry Week
By Mr Cox and Mrs Chewings, Teachers of Science
Chemistry Week was celebrated between 19-23 November and was thoroughly
enjoyed by many students and all of the science staff. It was great to see so
many girls engaged in lunchtime activities and making sun cream in their
lessons. Thank you to everyone for making it such a great week!
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Raising a well-rounded teenager
By Mrs Chapman, Education Welfare and Parental Liaison Officer
Living with a teenager can be challenging at times.
Do you sometimes feel it is a roller coaster ride living with a teenager? We
know it can sometimes be a challenge so we have decided to team up with
external professionals experienced in delivering parenting workshops to offer
support to parents/carers. We want to work together with you to invest in
your child’s future. Because parents/carers of teenagers all have different
needs…. We want to give you the right amount of support – enough but not
too much. Hopefully you will get a lot of useful and practical tips. Workshops
will be held every Friday morning at the Academy for 4 weeks commencing 11
January 2019. The sessions are free to all parents and refreshments will be
provided.
To sign up for the workshops or for more information, please call
Mrs Chapman on: 0115 7483410

MOBIE
By Mr Traylor, Teacher of Technology
Our MOBIE challengees were asked, by George Clarke, to attend this year’s UK
Construction Week Show as MOBIE student ambassadors, working with schools
who were visiting to take part in small challenges set throughout the day

Film Elite and A level film students
attend national film festival
By Miss Malpass, Teacher of Media & Film
Film Elite, NGA's film club, took part in the national Into Film Festival by
attending a screening of Jurassic World Fallen Kingdom. They thoroughly
enjoyed the chance to watch the film which opened up a discussion on human
intervention in an animal world. A level film students also attended the festival
and observed the debut film by local filmmaker, Deborah Haywood, called Pin
Cushion, which focused on the theme of bullying. They were lucky enough to
also attend a screening of the popular new horror film, A Quiet Place, which
made for an interesting Thursday morning! We are looking forward to
attending the festival again next year; thank you Into Film!

We
value
high
standards, hard work
and
a
ceaseless
desire to improve.
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Student Council and Parent Focus Group
By Mrs Turner-Ramadan, Assistant Principal

NGA Student Council 2018-2019
At the beginning of the term, students in each year group had to nominate themselves or vote for others as to
whom they wanted to be a Tutor Representative. They were then elected during tutor time and from this process
two Tutor Representatives were put forward to be on the Student Council team for this year.
So far this term I have held two student council meetings with the girls and we have discussed many items, with
agenda items including: how the girls feel in their community, what their lessons are like, what makes them happy,
their concerns, the behaviour and reward system and charity fundraising events they would like to organise. The
meetings have been successful so far and they will continue to run twice per term so that students can share their
voice and we build the community together.

Parent Focus Group
I would like to take this opportunity to create a Parent Focus Group too and meet with a Parent Council once a
term. The first meeting will be held on

Wednesday 23 January 2019
from 4.30pm-5.30pm in the Meeting Room at NGA
If you would like to take the time to be a part of this opportunity, with a chance to share your views and how we
can build our community even further, then please get in touch with me using one of the following:
Email: rturner-ramadan@nottinghamgirlsacademy.org
Tel: 0115 7483410

Student Council team meeting with the GAT Chief Executive, Mr Norrie
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Reduce, Re-use, Recycle with the
Nottingham Girls’ Academy
By Mrs Brierley, Regional Finance Manager
Reduce, Re-use, Recycle — Three great ways YOU can
eliminate waste and protect your environment!
Waste, and how we choose to handle it, affects our world's
environment—that's YOUR environment. And since by now
you probably know that you need a healthy environment for
your own health and happiness, you can understand why
effective waste management is so important to YOU and
everyone else. The waste we create has to be carefully
controlled to be sure that it does not harm your
environment and your health.
How can you help?
You can help by learning about and practicing the three R's
of waste management: Reduce, Re-use and Recycle!
Reduce - You can reduce the amount of waste you create by choosing what rubbish you throw away.
Waste reduction starts at the supermarket. By making slight alterations to your shopping list you can significantly reduce th e
amount of waste created in and around the home. Buy only what you need. Reduce unnecessary waste by avoiding those
pointless purchases. Items that rarely get used can be borrowed or shared with others. Buy bottles instead of cans and
rechargeable batteries; items such as this create very little waste as they don ’t have to be thrown away after they have been
used just once. Buy all-purpose household cleaner instead of buying many different ones for each cleaning role. Buy products
with little packaging, so that less packaging ends up in your rubbish bin. For those items you use regularly, buy them in bul k
instead of in smaller amounts. This will save you money as well as reduce waste. Sell or give away unwanted items – hold a
car-boot sale or sell online and earn some extra cash. Reduce paper waste by cancelling unwanted mail; you can unsubscribe
to many national mailing lists by contacting the Direct Marketing Association: www.dma.org.uk Find safer alternatives to
hazardous household products by making your own household cleaners using products such as baking soda and vinegar.
Re-use - Think before you throw!
Lots of items can be used more than once. Look on the internet for sites dedicated to furniture re-use, or to buy re-usable
nappies.
Re-usable bags are a great example of re-use that stops unnecessary waste and they’re widely available. Old clothes can be
customised to give them a new lease of life. It may be cheaper to repair things rather than replace them. For example, shoe s
can be re-heeled and machinery fixed. Paper and envelopes can be used as scrap paper for making notes.
Recycle— Once an item is no longer needed, you may be able to use it for another purpose.
There are no limits to the possibilities. Some examples include, shredding old newspapers for
use as animal bedding, and cutting up old clothes to use as cleaning cloths around the house.
Old jars can be used as small containers to store odds and end or as tea light holders for special
events. Rather than buying something to use only once, you could share or borrow instead.
All sorts of things can be rented, including tools and DVDs. You could arrange a book swap
between friends and pass on children’s clothes. The possibilities are endless!
Keep an eye on our website for useful tips and advice on looking after our environment.

A big “thank you” to our school community in supporting our decision to
stop selling bottled water.
In just 5 weeks, that’s 6,000 plastic bottles that haven’t been used.
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We strive to fulfill
everyone’s learning
potential.

PHSE and Careers News
By Mrs Saunders, Co-ordinator of Careers, Employability and PHSE

PHSE
Year 7 participated in a workshop with Equation to help them understand how healthy relationships benefit them
and how to recognise an unhealthy relationship, including where to go to access support.
Year 10 spent an afternoon exploring the dangers posed by online activity with Pintsize theatre group and learning
how to keep themselves safe.

Careers
Some members of Year 9 and 10 spent the day at the Worldskills Live exhibition exploring careers and having a go
at various careers based activities.

The Science of Christmas Event
By Miss Green, 2nd in Science
The Science of Christmas event takes place on Monday 17, Tuesday 18 and Thursday 20 December where students
can have a go at making and learning the science behind Christmas crackers, bath bombs, bouncy balls and
chromatography snowflakes. Students are asked to make a small donation to have a go at the activities and all
money raised will be donated to the Save the Children charity.
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Fundraising Events: Term One
By Mrs Turner-Ramadan, Assistant Principal
This term the Student Council, rightly so, wanted to ensure that our fundraising proceeds were donated to those
causes closer to home in order that our money is helping out our community more than ever. So far this term we
have raised money for Ataxia UK, Children In Need, Save the Children, Poppy Appeal and we will finish the term
donating to The Salvation Army.
On 21 December we will have another non-school uniform day. The Student Council were very keen to help the
homeless at such a cold and lonely festive period. Therefore, we have decided to donate all of our proceeds to our
local Salvation Army here in Aspley. In addition to this money collection, students and staff can also donate brand
new toys to the church. The toys that are donated, must be brand new and in their packaging; unfortunately old/
used toys will be given back to students to take home.
Our Head Girls will take the cheque and the donated toys to the church on Aspley Lane in the new year. Therefore,
if there are any unwanted new toys over the festive period, please send them into school with your daughter so
that we can really make a difference to the lives of disadvantaged families.

Ataxia UK - £286.75@AtaxiaUK www.ataxia.org.uk
Children In Need - £153.80 @BBCCiN www.bbc.co.uk/childreninneed
Save the Children - £69.65 @savechildrenuk www.christmasjumperday.org
Poppy Appeal - £39.96 @PoppyLegion. www.britishlegion.org.uk
The Salvation Army - To be announced @salvationarmyuk www.salvationarmy.org.uk/

Thank you so much for your continued support; the fundraising events really bring our community closer together.

We enjoy the
journey together.

Nottingham Post Education Awards
We were delighted that Miss Moreno won the Newly Qualified
Teacher of the Year Award at the Nottingham Post Education Awards
which were held last Thursday evening at the Crowne Plaza Hotel.
Also, a very well done to the following runners-up in the categories
shown; a fantastic indication of the high calibre of nominations from
NGA:


Creative Award: Rana Mounir, Adaeze Onwuelo



Science and Engineering Award: Ravinder Kaur



Newly Qualified Teacher of the Year: Mrs Downie-Tosini



Most Improved Award: Mia McMahon

Page 8

Page 9

PJEA NGA students win
October 2018 Business Flash Challenge
By Mr Glover and Mr Gaskell
“Nottingham Girls’ Academy produce winning business tycoons”
Against dozens of schools across the country, a group of year 10 students have been chosen to be this year's
winner for the Business in a Box Flash Challenge. This is a short challenge set by the Peter Jones Enterprise
Academy (PJEA) network, which we have partnered with to further improve and expand our business courses.
The winning group not only beat off steep competition to win the challenge but they also produced the second
biggest profit in the competition of £245.67.
Here is an excerpt from some of the feedback they received from the PJEA:
"...your approach to the challenge showed a higher degree of creativity and better quality of presentation than
most of the other entries."
"We thought the idea... was a clever one."
"Another thing that really came across in your presentation was a strong sense of team."
"...you made a very impressive profit and, overall, your team did a brilliant job."
Therefore, a big congratulations and well done to our Business Enterprise students:
Damanjot Kaur, Ramandeep Sandhu, Aamina Rehman, Inayah Iqbal, Mahdiyya Ahmed, Khadija Imtiaz
Their business mentor, Mr Glover, and the rest of the computing and business team, Mr Gaskell and Miss Heron,
are very proud of your great work. Enjoy your prizes!
The Peter Jones Enterprise Academy (PJEA) is the Peter Jones Foundation’s flagship programme for schools and
colleges, where colleges and schools can host and run their own Enterprise Academy and have full access to their
resources, competitions and employer links. The Academy also runs standalone qualifications that are available at
Level 2 and 3.
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Christmas Gift Tags

We believe in creating a community
empowered with the qualities, skills
and qualifications to enter the next
phase of life with confidence and
ambition.

By Mrs Turner-Ramadan, Assistant Principal

We know that all the students are working really hard to make sure that they are focused and learning in lessons!
Staff are working super hard too and we thought it would be a good idea to remind them this month of how
appreciative the students are of their help!
Christmas tags were placed in the library; students left messages to staff about how much they were appreciated.
We then shared them in our staff briefings and made a display of all the pleasing comments left for staff.

In just two days our students sent over 80 incredibly kind messages to their staff. We will be sharing these each
week until the end of term, it is always a delight to give back and share such a mutual respect In our community.
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Practically perfect in every way………
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