
Year 8 – Operating Systems 

Read this and answer the questions below. 

All hardware needs an operating system. It is responsible for managing the hardware and providing an environment for 

programs to run in. There are many different operating systems available. Most are specifically designed for computers, 

smartphones, or tablets but some operating systems are used on multiple devices. 

The two leading producers of desktop operating systems are Microsoft and Apple. Microsoft makes Windows and Apple 

makes Mac OS. The two companies are competitors. 

In its early days, Microsoft concentrated its resources on the development of its operating system and programs to 

complement it, e.g., Microsoft Office. It licensed its OS and software to hardware manufacturers, the first being IBM. 

Apple, on the other hand, split its resources between its operating system and hardware. 

In 1984 the Apple Macintosh was released. It was the first commercially successful product to use a graphical user 

interface (GUI). But it was Windows 3.1 that led to the popularity of the mouse which was developed in the 1960s and is 

still in use today. Before GUIs, commands were typed into the command prompt. 

Computers running Windows were cheaper than their Apple counterparts. As a result, far more Windows than Mac OS 

computers were sold, and Apple found itself in trouble. Microsoft rescued it with a $150 million investment and the 

development of Mac-compatible Microsoft software and tools. 

The two operating systems continue to compete. Microsoft and Apple have branched out into mobile operating systems 

with Microsoft’s Windows Phone and Apple’s iOS. Windows Phone runs exclusively on smartphones, while Apple’s iOS 

runs on smartphones and tablets. Google has its own operating system for smartphones and tablets named Android. 

There is an open-source operating system called Linux. It is free to use and runs on PCs, laptops, and handheld devices. 

 

What is an operating system responsible for?           

 

What are the two main producers of desktop operating systems?        

 

What are the names of the two operating systems that these companies make?       

 

When was the Apple Macintosh released?           

 

What does GUI stand for?             

 

Which company created the Android operating system?          

 

 


